THE  DANTZIC   EPISODE

ters a good opinion of the conscientiousness with which
the Crown Prince prepares himself for his high and seri-
ous vocation. The words * with hands tied' and so forth

have no meaning.

P. 2. It is quite impossible that the country should

identify his Royal Highness with the ministry, for the
country knows that the Crown Prince is not summoned
in order that he may concur officially in the decisions,

Alas! the attitude of opposition to the crown which his

Royal Highness has assumed is known well enough in the
country, and will be disapproved by every head of a house-
hold throughout its length and breadth, without distinction
of party, as a revolt against that paternal authority which
cannot be disregarded without doing violence to natural
feeling and established usage, His Royal Highness could
not be more gravely damaged in public esteem than by the
publication of this memorandum,

P. 2, As it is not the vocation of the heir apparent to
raise the standard of opposition against his royal father,
the position of his Royal Highness is indeed false through-
out. His * duty *' is therefore to retire from it, which can
only be done by reverting to a normal attitude.

P. 3. The conflict of duties does not arise, for the
former duty is self-imposed; the care for the future of
Prussia is a burden which lies, not on the Crown Prince,
but on the King, and whether * mistakes * are made or not,
and on what side, the future will make known, Where
the * judgment1 of his Majesty comes into collision with
that of the Crown Prince* the former must always be
decisive; so there is no conflict, his Royal Highness him-
self acknowledges that in our constitution there is * no
room for opposition on the part of the heir apparent,'1
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